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Sky Tower 
viewing 

platform at 
sunset

Auckland Art 
Gallery

Found a 
Montreal-style 
bagel shop (a 

taste of home)

Bar hopping

Bar hopping

Bar hopping

Polynesian 
Spa

Visited a kiwi 
bird sanctuary

 Took part in a 
Hāngī feast

(Māori tradition)

Lunch cruise on 
Lake Taupō

Winery tour

Shotover Jet
(Jet Boat)

Bar hopping & 
karaoke

Queenstown 
Hill hike

Visiting an 
animal sanctuary 

for breakfast & 
interacting with
native animals 

Snorkelling at 
the Great 

Barrier Reef

Whitewater 
rafting on the 
Barron River

Yoga on the 
beach at sunrise

K’gari 
(Fraser Island)

day trip

Scenic flight 
over Kakadu 

NP

Ubirr hike at 
sunset

Daintree Rainforest 
day trip

“Te Papa”
Museum of 

New Zealand

Quality time spent 
with cousin 1, his 

wife & father

Cable car ride

Played mini 
golf in the rain 

at a local 
brewery

Visited the 
Cardboard 

Church

Watched a 
sheep shearing 

show

Pounamu Jade 
stone carving

Visited the 
Botanic 
Garden

Blue Mountains
day trip

Took a surfing 
lesson (and did 

poorly)

Beer pong 
tournament (set 
up amongst our 

group)

Canoeing the 
Everglades at 

sunrise

Sat on the 
beach

Traditional “bush 
food” dinner 

(kangaroo, emu, 
crocodile, etc.)

Took an 
indigenous 

painting class 
with a local 

artist 

Bar hopping 
with a party bus

Crocosaurus 
Cove

(Crocodile 
Aquarium)

Nourlangie 
Rock Art Walk

Yellow Water 
Billabong 

Cruise

Saw termite 
mounds

Uluru segway 
tour

Toured a former 
prison/mental 

institute

“Barbenheimer”
(Saw Barbie & 

Oppenheimer)

Local cideries 
tour

Swam in a 
rockhole & 

under a waterfall 
(Buley Rockhole 
& Florence Falls)

Katherine 
Gorge cruise

Breakfast at 
sunrise/cocktail 

at sunset from 
the Uluru viewing 

platform

Trivia night at a 
local pub (with 

cousin 1)

Local nature 
walks

Kata Tjuta
hike

Kings Canyon 
hike

Camel ride at 
sunrise

Trivia & live 
music at a 
local bar

Quality time spent 
with cousin 2, his 

girlfriend & their two 
dogs

“Zorbing”
(Rolling down a hill in 

a giant inflatable ball)

It’s as much fun as 
it sounds ridiculous

Huka Falls Jet Boat

Took a surfing lesson 
in a giant wave pool 

at sunset (with 
cousin 2)

I was much more successful 
here than in Byron Bay

Mountain biking 
down the Old Coach 

Road 

Helicopter flight 
over Franz Josef & 

Fox Glaciers 
(& landing on 

the former)

Off-road quad bike 
tour with a majestic 
mountain backdrop

City exploration 
(solo, with tour, 
with cousin 1 & 

friends from the 
NZ tour) 

Climbed the 
Sydney Harbour 
Bridge at sunset

Sailing & snorkelling 
around the Whitsunday 

Islands & visiting 
Whitehaven Beach

Tour of Hobbiton 
(Lord of the Rings 

film set)

Drinks at a 
lookout above Katherine 

NP at sunset, only 
accessible by helicopter

“Field of Lights” 
outdoor art display 

at night

 (I’ve never seen so many 
stars in the sky)

Milford Sound 
cruise & day trip

Clovelly to 
Bondi coastal 

walk

Crashed a stranger’s 
birthday party and 

saw a local rock 
band’s concert (with 

a local friend I met 
on Contiki)

Saw a “footy” match 
at the Melbourne 

Cricket Ground
(Australian Rules 

Football)ACMI (Museum of 
Screen Culture)

Melbourne 
Skydeck viewing 
platform at night

National Gallery 
of Victoria

Queen Victoria 
Market

Brisbane

Alice Springs

Townsville

Picton
Lighthouse 
sunrise tour

(easternmost 
point of mainland 

Australia)

Melbourne
VIC

This personal journey map represents all of my favourite experiences 
from my two-month expedition through Australia & New Zealand.

In early June 2023, I landed in Auckland and travelled south through the country to 
Queenstown. From there, I flew to Sydney, travelled up the east coast, then through the 
Outback, and ended in Melbourne in early August. I went solo but travelled with two separate 
Contiki tours (one in each country) and met several other travellers from around the world. 
I also spent time with my cousins in Australia whom I had not seen for over 6 years.

Each location listed on this journey map is a city or town that I stayed in for at least one night 
(excluding the transit change locations). The connected circles each represent a memorable 
experience from each location, with the largest circles denoting my fondest memories of the 
entire trip. The two separated colour schemes were also an intentional consideration, with the 
green palette referencing New Zealand’s luscious valleys and mountain ranges, and the 
orange/tan palette referencing central Australia’s vast, dry and uniquely red landscape. 

While this data may not be as meaningful to you as it is to me, my aim is for it to inspire you to 
take advantage of opportunities to travel and make the most of new experiences.
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