
Olivia receives enough OSAP to cover 
tuition and live comfortably throughout 
the school year without working a 
part-time job.

Change OSAP regulations when 
middle class families are applying for 
loans. 

By creating a separate form for each 
income quintile we still gather all the 
necessary information, but we add a 
human element to it as well. If the 
student falls under the middle class 
quintile a new form will be provided 
during the OSAP application process.

We hope to consider every situation 
the middle class may face. 
For example: bankruptcy, 
outstanding credit card debt, 
mortgage, etc.

Although students may end up with 
a higher loan, they’ll be less stressed 
when it comes to school finances.  

Taxes are raised due to the 
government increasing funding 
for post-secondary education. 

People are upset because it doesn’t 
impact them directly.

Parents are able to pay off their debt 
due to the fact that they don’t have to 
help their children with tuition costs.

Average Income

Average Tuition Cost

How might we help middle class families and their 
kids receive more OSAP for post-graduate education?
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osap income cut-off threshold

Middle Class Families 
have a grossing amount 
of daily expenses. 

This is Olivia. She is 20 years old and a 3rd year Bachelor Degree student at 
the University of Toronto. Olivia comes from a middle class family. This means
that OSAP does not provide Olivia with enough to cover her tuition. Also, her 

parents wish to help her, but unfortunately can’t due to their annual 
income and debt.

“My parents are expected to make up the 
difference in my tuition. It's money that my 
parents don't have. As an adult, I shouldn’t
have to depend on my parents until I’m 22.“

“I’ve tried to balance work and school, but it’s
just not doable, my marks are dropping. 
I feel like the stress of having to pay for school
myself and balancing work is affecting my
mental health.“

“I don’t know why they take our income into 
consideration, we don’t have large chunks of
money lying around. We went bankrupt 7 years
ago, but the government doesn’t ask about that.“

Program entry is becoming more 
competitive due to the fact that 
more students can now afford 
post-secondary education.

Graduates are now getting better 
post-secondary employment, 
due to the fact that their grades 
have increased.

They can now pay off their debt 
more efficiently.

Canada’s graduation rate status has 
improved, due to the fact that more 
students can attend school due to 
more loans being given.

In Ontario, the middle class has more average debt 
compared to their average income. Because of the 
difference between salary and debt it is difficult for 
middle class families to balance families finances 
along with student finances. They don’t receive 
grants like low-income families, and they don’t make 
enough like the high-class to live comfortably.  

Inflation is an important factor to consider when looking at 
the dramatic increase in tuition. Unfortunately for current 
students, if tuition had risen at the rate of inflation students 
would be paying about $2,500 a year on average. It would 
take over 30 years for it to reach the average amount it 
costs today. The predicted $2,500 a year that tuition should 
cost is an extremely attainable amount of money to earn by 
each student yearly — including room for living expenses.

OSAP (Ontario Student Assistance Program) is a program that offers post-secondary students the financial help they need to 
pay for school. This money is provided by the Ontario and federal government. To be eligible you must be a Canadian citizen, 
permanent resident, and/or protected person. You may not be eligible for OSAP if you have enough financial resources to cover 
your expenses, don't meet the academic progress requirements, and/or if you state your income is one amount and there is a 
significant difference from official files. The OSAP threshold for middle class families depends on the number of people in the 
household and how much income the family makes per year. The amounts shown in the chart above express the cut off point 
for a family to receive OSAP based on their family size.
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$44,2202014
Income $61,909 $76,857 $87,465 $95,698 $102,414 $108,104

80%
of parents are 
concerned about 
rising tuition

$ 66%
of parents 
opened up an resp 
to prepare their 
kid for school

$73%
of students can’t 
afford school 
without loans

53%
On Average

of parents cannot help their 
Children pay their tuition

FOod Housing Healthcare Transportation

$72,111 * 2 (parents) = $144,222 - $131,927

= $12, 295

(This does not include tuition costs)

This is the amount of money that the families
have to pay for everything that life throws at

them including their child’s tuition
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